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Math Activities  
Land or Water? Blue paper to represent water, green 
paper to represent land and cut out or print pictures of 
small animal. Invite your child to sort the animals based on 
where they live: on land or in the water. After they have 
sorted the animals they can use a number card to label how 
many animals they put in each area. 

How Many People Live Here? Draw outlines of 
homes on pieces of paper, supply small people figurines and 
number cards. Have your child pick a card, read the number 
and then put that many people in the home. 

Student Outcomes 
 

      • Homes are the places where we live.  
      • Animals and people have many different                   
               types of homes. 
      • Some animals live with people.  
      • People and animals make homes. 

Unit of Study 
Unit Four: Where We Live 

Essential Question:  
Where do the people and animals around me live? 
Focus Questions: 
Where do I live? Where do my family members live? 
Where do people and animals live?  
What types of homes do the people in my city (NYC) 
live in?  
How do people and animals make homes?  

 
 Art Activities 

Box Homes: Supply your child with various 
cardboard boxes such as shoe boxes, shipping 
boxes, moving boxes, and tape, glue, markers, etc. 
They can use writing utensils to transform the 
boxes into pretend homes for people and animals. 
Playdough and Sticks: Use Popsicle sticks, 
toothpicks or another type of small sticks and 
playdough to build three dimensional structures. 
Your child can insert the sticks into balls of the 
playdough to create the structures. 

Literacy Activities 
Books to read: 

 A House for Hermit Crab by Eric Carle: 
Corduroy by Don Freeman 
 
Tell me about this book.  
What do you like about it?  
What is your favorite part of this book? Why? What do 
you notice?  
What do you think is happening?  
What will happen next? 
Does that remind you of anything?  

Science Activities 
Match the Animal to its Home: Provide 
pictures of animals as well as their habitats. 
Invite your child to talk about the animals and 
the habitats then try to match the pictures. 
Pet or Wild Animal? Provide pictures of wild 
animals as well as typical pets. Invite your child 
to sort the pictures into two groups: animals who 
live in homes (pets) and wild animals. Discuss 
with your child. 

Music/Movement Activities 
Buzz Like a Bee:  
Invite your child to pretend to be a bumble bee. As you 
play a song, have your child buzz like a bee as they 
walk, run and/or dance around. Invite children to 
pretend to buzz into a “hive”. Explain that bees live in a 
hive. Practice buzzing loudly, softly and calmly and 
breathing in deeply between buzzes to calm their 
bodies and relax.  
Try repeating with various other insects or animals. 

Cooking Activities 
Playdough: Make playdough with your child. Invite them 
to select colors they would like to use to create different types 
of homes. Provide written examples of the letter, for example 
“H” for home and “L” for live. Encourage children to roll 
playdough into strands and then mold into letters. 
 (https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/no-cook-playdough/)  

Ants on a Log: With your child fill the hollow of a celery 
stick with peanut butter, cream cheese or other spread and 
top with raisins to create ants on a log. Discuss where ants 
live. For more information about where ants live visit. 
( Be mindful of allergies) 

Vocabulary: 
address, apartment, backyard, basement, bedroom, blueprints, build, city, castle, floor plans, habitat, hibernate, 
hive, home, neighborhood, house, roof, shelter, shingles, skyline, skyscraper, stairs, straw, street, tools, upstairs, 
window, wood, construction, door, downstairs, elevator 

https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/no-cook-playdough/
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